
Advancing Place-based 
Clean Energy Transitions

Chris Castro

Chief of Staff, SCEP

U.S. Department of Energy

ISWG Meeting

May 18th, 2023



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY                         OFFICE OF STATE & COMMUNITY ENERGY PROGRAMS

Overview

• The ‘Magic Moment’

• The Evolution of DOE

• Intro to SCEP Office, programs, and opportunities

• DOE Office of Community Engagement
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DOE investments align with the Administration's near- and long-term climate 
and clean energy goals
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Over $500 billion invested in the clean energy transition
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SCEP’s Mission is to partner with State, Local, and Tribal governments and community 
organizations to catalyze local economic development and job creation through the 

deployment of equitable, clean energy solutions.

SCEP does this through the management and oversight of $16 billion in formula grants, 

competitive grant awards, consumer rebate grants, and technical assistance.
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State & Community Energy Program 
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Michael Forrester
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Weatherization Assistance Program 
Deputy Director

Weatherization Readiness and Retrofit 
Program

▪ BIL 40551 – WAP formula 
▪ Annual Formula Funding
▪ Annual  Funding for Weatherization 

Readiness Fund

State Energy Program 
Transformation & Planning 

• BIL 40108 Energy Security Plans
• BIL 40109 Formula 
• Annual Formula Funding

Workforce Training Programs  
• BIL 40503- Auditor Training 
• BIL 40512 – BTACs  
• BIL 40513 – Career Skills
• IRA 50123 - State-Based Home 

Efficiency Contractor Training Grants

Michael Li, Acting
Community Energy Programs

Deputy Director
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▪ Annual Funding for WAP E&I and 

SERC
▪ BIL 40551 –WAP T&TA
▪ Annual Funding for  T&TA  
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• BIL 40109 – TA Support
• Annual Funding for TA Support
• BIL 40502 Revolving Loan Fund 

Capitalization

Partnerships
Deputy Director 

Code Adoption Assistance

• IRA 50131 - Assistance for 
Latest and Zero Building Energy 
Code Adoption

Public School and Non-Profit Programs
• BIL 40541 – Schools EE/RE Retrofits
• BIL 40542 – Non-profits State and Local Partnerships and 

Technical Assistance
• EFG – Annual Funding
• Better Buildings
• Sector/Topical TA (SWIFT, SCIP, 

ESPC Workgroup) 

Community Innovation & Technical 
Assistance

• BIL 40552 – TA and Competitive 
Funding

• LGEP – Annual Funding
• Communities LEAP

Chris Castro
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Deputy Director
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~$6B (+$10B) = $16B

$3.5B $810M $1.2B $125M (+10B) = $10.1B

Energy Communities IWG, 
Thriving Communities 
Network (TCN), Rural 
Partnership Network 

(RPN), ETIPP, etc.

28+ Programs
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BIL Provisions (Approx. $6 Billion)

Building Training & 

Assessment Centers

$10M

Career Skills 

Training

$10M

Energy Auditor Training 

Grant Program

$40M

Energy Efficiency 

Materials Pilot Program

$50M

Revolving Loan 

Fund Program

$250M

EE & Conservation 

Block Grant Program

$550M

Grants for Public 

School Facilities

$500M

State Energy 

Program

$500M

Weatherization 

Assistance Program

$3.2B

9

https://www.energy.gov/bil/building-training-and-assessment-centers
https://www.energy.gov/bil/energy-efficiency-materials-pilot-program
https://www.energy.gov/bil/grants-energy-efficiency-and-renewable-energy-improvements-public-school-facilities
https://www.energy.gov/bil/career-skills-training
https://www.energy.gov/bil/state-energy-program
https://www.energy.gov/bil/energy-auditor-training-grant-program
https://www.energy.gov/bil/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program
https://www.energy.gov/bil/weatherization-assistance-program
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EECBG Program Directly Invests in Over 2,700 Communities Across U.S.
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Renew America’s Schools grant and Energy CLASS Prize

New competitive grant program for energy 

improvements at public school facilities

Funding: $500M ($100M FY22-26), available 

expended, through competitive grants

Qualifying Energy Improvements: Improvements, 

repairs, or renovations that reduce energy costs or lead 

to improved teacher and student health and achieve 

energy savings, installation of renewable energy, 

installation of alternative fueled vehicle (AFV) 

infrastructure, and purchases or leases of AFV.

Eligible Entities: Consortia of 1 local educational 

agency (LEA) and one or more schools, non-profits, 

for-profits, or community partners.  LEA Definitions 

include School Board, Bureau of Indian Education 

Schools, Educational Service Agencies.

Prioritization: Schools with improvement funding 

needs, high free and reduced-price lunch 

percentage or rural locale, and leverage private 

sector funding through performance contracting.

Interagency Collaboration: EPA, Dept of Ed, 

USDA, DOD, DOT
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($4.3B)

Inflation Reduction Act Provisions ($10 billion)

Home Energy Performance-Based, Whole House Rebates

To award grants to State Energy Offices to develop and 

implement a “HOMES” rebate program that provides rebates 

to homeowners and aggregators for certain whole-house 

energy-saving retrofits made for LMI households.

High Efficiency Electric Home Rebate Program 

To award grants to State Energy Offices and Indian tribes for 

qualified electrification project rebates in low- or moderate-

income households. 

.

$4.5B

$4.3B

Home Energy Efficiency Contractor Training Grants 

To award grants to States under the State Energy Program to 

train and educate contractors involved in the installation of 

home energy efficiency and electrification improvements.

.

Building Codes Adoption Grants 

To award grants to states & local governments to adopt the 

latest building codes or the zero energy provisions or other 

stretch codes for residential and commercial buildings and 

implement a plan to achieve full compliance with these code(s).

.

$200M

$1B
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Potentially Eligible Equipment & Housing Types

Electric Heat 
Pump Clothes 

Dryer

Electric Heat 
Pump for Heat 

& A/C

Electric Heat 
Pump Water 

Heaters

Electric Panel 
& Wiring  
Upgrades

Electric Stove, 
Cooktop, 

Range, Oven

Whole Home 
Air Sealing

Duct Sealing 
& Insulation

Ventilation 
Systems 

Attic, Wall, or 
Foundation 
Insulation

& Potentially Other Energy-
Saving Technology!

Smart, Energy-
Saving 

Technology

Single-Family Homes & 
Multifamily Buildings

New Construction & 
Existing Housing Units

Owner-Occupied & 
Rental Properties

IRA authorizes some type of Home Energy Rebate for the following technologies and housing types 
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Technical Assistance & Partnerships (TAP)

Develop Plans and Programs

Establish Financing

Implement Data Management

Empower Organizations

Cumulative Outcomes Since 2011

239+ Unique State, Local, and K-12 Partners*

State 

Governments

38

Local 

Governments

173

K-12 School 

Districts

28

Convene PEER EXCHANGES

to showcase replicable models

Create TOOLS AND SOLUTIONS 

that address pervasive barriers

Provide TECHNICAL DATA AND 

INFORMATION from leading experts

Current Major Initiatives

$1.3B
cost savings

$2.2B
financing

investments

39B kWh 
in savings

Better Buildings Challenge & Better Climate Challenge 

(public sector) • Energy Savings Performance Contracting 

(ESPC) Campaign (forthcoming) • Sustainable Corrections 

Infrastructure Partnership (SCIP) Accelerator• Sustainable 

Wastewater of the Future (SWIFt) Initiative 3.3B Gal. 

H2O saved Outreach & Resources

State and Local Spotlight: Monthly newsletter to 33,000+ subscribers

State and Local Solution Center: Over 400 tools, resources, and best practices

Key Tools
Low-Income Energy 

Affordability Data 

(LEAD) Tool

State and Local 

Planning for Energy 

(SLOPE) Platform

TA Solution Pathways

*Since 2011, nearly half of whom (106 partners) have participated in multiple partnerships 

across P&TA-led initiatives; current active unique partners = 138 (as of 8/2022)



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY                         OFFICE OF STATE & COMMUNITY ENERGY PROGRAMS

1

State and Local Planning for Energy 

(SLOPE) Platform 

2

Low-Income Energy Affordability Data 

(LEAD) Tool

A web-based interactive tool that enables stakeholders to 

visualize energy burden and housing characteristics across 

the U.S. Provides customizable data, maps, and charts 

available at the national, state, city, and census tract level 

for all 50 states plus Puerto Rico and Washington, D.C.

Two Powerful Tools to Support State and Local Governments’ Planning Needs

Spotlight on Popular Tools

SLOPE integrates over 50 leading data sources to enable 

users to explore untapped energy savings opportunities 

and identify the most cost-effective strategies to meet their 

clean energy and climate goals.
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Economic 

Impact & 

Diversity (ED)

DOE

Office of Community 

Engagement Team

$100B

Indian

Energy (IE)

CESER

OCEDGDO

EERE + 

Technology

Offices

Congressional 

& Inter-

governmental 

Affairs (CI)

MESC

Joint Office 

DOE-DOT

Office of 

Policy (OP)

Other Federal 

Agencies 

(EPA, HUD, DOT, 

DOC, etc.)

$290+B

DOE’s Office of 

Community 

Engagement: 

$390 Billion 

Interagency

Collaboration 

and Coordination

DOE Community Engagement Hub-and-Spoke Model: Powered by SCEP...owned by ALL

SCEP
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24 LEAP 
Communities
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The Interagency Working Group on 

Coal & Power Plant Communities 

Initial Report (April 2021)

1. Identified 25 priority Energy 

Communities

2. Coal communities identified as 

immediately challenged due to past 

and imminent closures

3. Planned expansion to oil & gas 

communities

Established a "Clearinghouse" for 

funding and other opportunities: 

energycommunities.gov

“Rapid Response Teams” launched 2022

Energy Communities IWG
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1. DOE is evolving to include “deployment” as a key part of our mission, in addition to 

research, development and demonstrations.

2. All federal buildings, bases, and personnel are a part of local communities – their 

mission is tied to local communities. We have an obligation to be a trusted partner.

3. States and communities are ramping up their efforts in the same areas federal 

agencies are – EE, RE, workforce development, resilience planning, etc.

4. Federal sites can partner with local communities on EE/RE projects – joint 

projects, joint energy manager or energy auditing trainings, microgrids that provide 

community resilience, resilience hubs, etc.

5. States and communities have funding, meaning lots of opportunities for co-funding

a. Utilities may be more willing to engage multiple customers for larger 

projects/collaborations

6. We’re in new territory – you’re on the front lines of exploring new partnerships. In 

the face of climate threats, we need these kind of creative partnerships more than 

ever.

Key takeaways
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Stay Connected

Visit energy.gov/bil for announcements and sign up for 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law email updates.

Sign up to receive SCEP’s monthly State and 
Local Spotlight newsletter for detailed 
information.

Visit energy.gov/scep/slsc/all-state-local-solution-
center-resources for state and local TA resources 
from SCEP, as well as the Spotlight newsletter.

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY    |    OFFICE OF STATE AND COMMUNITY ENERGY PROGRAMS
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